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Jennifer Egan?s spellbinding interlocking narratives circle the
lives of Bennie Salazar, an aging former punk rocker and
record executive, and Sasha, the passionate, troubled young
woman he employs. Although Bennie and Sasha never
discover each other?s pasts, the reader does, in intimate
detail, along with the secret lives of a host of other characters
whose paths intersect with theirs, over many years, in locales
as varied as New York, San Francisco, Naples, and
Africa.We first meet Sasha in her mid-thirties, on her
therapist?s couch in New York City, confronting her long-
standing compulsion to steal. Later, we learn the genesis of
her turmaoil when we see her as the child of a violent
marriage, then as a runaway living in Maples, then as a
college student trying to avert the suicidal impulses of her
best friend. We plunge into the hidden yearnings and
disappointments of her uncle, an art historian stuck in a dead
marriage, who travels to Maples to extract Sasha from the
city?s
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